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I have completed my thregear
term as chair of the Department
of Forensic Sciences. | have to
say that it has been quite an
experience. In the past three
years the department has
moved from its cramped quar-
ters in Samson Hall on the Fog-
Bottom campus to renovated
"ﬂéace in Somers Hall at the
Mount Vernon campus. The
Department has also been ac-
cepted for consideration for
accreditation by the Forensic
Education Program Accredita-
tion Commission (FEPAC). The
FEPAC site visit was in mid
October. Hopefully, the Master
of Forensic Science degree pro-
gram will soon be FEPAC
accredited. In order to be eligi-
ble for FEPAC accreditation the
Department had to create sepa-
rate degree programs for what
had been the crime scene inves-
tigation and high technology
crime investigation concentra-
tions in the Master of Forensic
Science degree program. We
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motowski, the chief research
scientist for the United States
Secret Service, Pete Vallone of
National Institute for Standards
and Technology and Dr. Fenella
France, the chief research scien
tist of the Library of Congress.
This year Ms. Wedd, Bob Ra-
motowski and Dr. France will 1
again speak. Todd Bille of BATF
will also talk about the activities

of BATFO6s DNA unit.

0The

continues to search

| would like to appeal to our
alumni/alumnae for help with
several matters. The depart-
ment continues to search for a
full-time or interim chair. We
would appreciate hearing any
suggestions for potential candi-
dates. The position is a tenure
track one at the associate or full
professor level. For the present
Professor Randall Packer is
acting chair. Professor Packer
will be asking the Dean of the
Columbian College of Arts and

depar |

for a full -time or
interim chair. We
would appreciate

hearing any sug-
gestions for poten-

Sciences for more funds for the ti al candi
purchase of new instruments
and for maintenance of existing Prof. Rowe

instruments. If you can contrib-

now have a Master of Science in ute (even if only in a small way)
Crime Scene Investigation and a you donation will be put to
Master of Science in High Tech- good use. We would also like to

nology Crime Investigation. The
Fall 2011 semester got off to a
good start with the largest body
of new graduate students we

have seen in a number of years.

| am teaching the recently insti-
tuted graduate seminar course,
ForS 6292. Last year guest
speakers included Rebecca
Webb of the Office of Human
Research at GW, Robert Ra-

hear about any older instru-
ments that could be surplused
to the department. And as al-
ways, the department is always
looking for strong graduate
students. If you encounter any
likely candidates steer them our SECESE

way.
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Professor Robinson
IS writing a new
book, An Introduc-
tion to Crime
Scene Photog-
raphy. This book
will target the high
school and com-

munity college

market.

Faculty News

Professor Daniele Podini

certificate or an master of sci-
ence degree for a cohort of FBI

Professor Podini was an invited Special AgentsHe has also

speaker at the 2011 NIJ confer-

ence during the session titled:
0The Evolution
otide Polymorphism Research
and (Possible) Implementation

I nto

He also was invited to talk
about his research on Ancestry
and Phenotype markers at the
NIJ General Grantee R&D
meeting held during the Ameri-
can Academy of Forensic Sci-
ences meeting in Chicago, llli-

nois, February 226, 2011.

Ms Katherine Butler, PhD stu-
dent in Dr.
oral presentation at the Inter-
national Society of Human

Identification meeting, Vienna
Austria, September-14, 2011,
titl ed
Forensic Prediction of Pheno-

type and

Dr Podini also gave a talk on
typing SNPs on microfluidic
devices as part of a workshop
held at the International Sym-
posium on Human Identifica-
tion, Washington DC, October

1-4, 2011.

Professor Ted Robinson

Professor Robinson is writing a
new book,An Introduction to
Crime Scene Photograpftyis
book will target the high school
and community college market,
since his current book targets
graduate students and working

professionals.

Professor Robinson recently
met with the Supervisory Spe-
cial Agent (Deb LaPrevotte,
one of our alumnajor the

local FBI ERT (Emergency Re-
sponse Team)He is trying to
create an memorandum of
understanding with them to
provide CSI type courses, a

Practicebo.

asked them if they could ear-
mark us for their surplus or

o@datedejuipthéne  Nuc |

Professor Walter Rowe

Professor Rowe completed his
three-year term as department
chair on June 30, 2011. He
presented or ceauthored

three papers presented at the
annual meeting of the Mid
Atlantic Association of Forensic
Scientists at Virginia Beach,

Virginia, May 227, 2011:

0OEvaluation of

Soil Samplesbd
student Adam Kutnick).
6Sci

0Does the

0 Mo | e c u |Apply tofFFEgrensiciStienee?® s :

Should 1t?6

Ancestryo.

0The Different
Black Permanent Markers by
TLC, UMVISNIR, FTIR and
GC-MS6 (with
Allison Fuchs).

Professor Rowe also co
authored two papers presented
at the annual meeting of the
American Academy of Forensic
Sciences in Chicago, lllinois,

February 2126, 2011:

oDi fferentiati
manent Marker Inks by Thin
Layer Chromatography and
Gas Chromatographivass
Spectrometrybod

Fuchs).

oDifferentiat:i

manent Marker Inks by Ultra

vilet-VisibleNear Infrared
Spectrophotometry and Fouri-

er Transform Infrared Spec-
trometryd (wit
Fuchs).

Professor Rowe also hosted

the annual alumni reception
that takes place in conjunc-
tion with the Academy meet-

ing.

Professor Moses S
Schanfield

Professor Schanfield, along
with Professor Podini, Kath-
erine Butler and graduate
students Jessica Hart and
Michelle Peck continue to
work on DNA assays to
determine ancestry and
physical characteristics of
participants in crime scene

evidence.

Professor Schanfield with e ¢ if -

P o dhiques fé €omipaairy , Tracg a v gradaate student Daniele

( Tiesma continues to work e
on X chromosome STR loci
as extension of the work

€ reported at the AAPA meet-d 6

ing in April.

Professor Schanfield is serv-

i ing his third and final year on
the Deands Coun
continuing on the Appoint-

g r a ments, Salaries, Promotiont

Policies committee of the
Academic Senate.

Professor Schanfield was €o
Program Director, Interna-
tional Society of Biological
Sciences,7ISABS Confer-
ence in Forensic, Anthropo-
logic and Medical Genetics

¢ and Mayo Clinic Lectures ine r
Translational Medicine, Bol,
Il sland of Bral,
20-25, 2011

( M.
Professor Schanfield spoke at
the National Youth Leader-

¢ ship ForumForumon The e r A
Law and CSI: Plenary presen-
tation o0 Introd
Field of Forens
2011 450 high school stu-

I dents, July 6, 2011 370 high
school students, July13, 2011

430 high school students.
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Randall Packer, Professor
of Biology and Associate
Dean of Arts and Sciences.

ol |l ook
meeting more of the
students, as well as

the al umni

Prof. Packer

f orwar

0

Message from the Acting Chair

| have been serving as acting
chair since the beginning of July
and expect to continue in this
position at least through the
end of this fall semester. I'm
not a forensic scientist but |
feel like | go back a long way
with this program. After |
joined the faculty in 1971, the
Department chair at that time,
Dr. Alton Desmond, became
my mentor and ultimately a
good friend. Al and his col-
league from chemistry, Ted
Blerrog had formed the Depart-
ment just a few years earlier. |
was introduced to the forensic
sciences department then and
over the years a number of
students did thesis Masters
degrees in forensic sciences
working with faculty in the
biology department. | read one
or two of their theses. So alt-
hough my interactions with the
department have been limited, |
have always taken an interest in
it and | am very happy to be
associated with the program.

I am just now feeling that | am
getting up to speed on the
department's programs and
activities. | am enjoying getting
to know the current fulttime
faculty of the department and |
look forward to meeting more
of the student's, as well as

alumni.

The faculty are a great group
who all care deeply about their
students, their colleagues and

the future of forensic sciences
at GW.

Before | became associated
with the department this sum-
mer, Walter Rowe, who just
stepped down as chair at the
end of June, did a lot of work
with his colleagues on a docu-
ment that was presented to
FEPAC, the national body that
accredits forensic science pro-
grams. We just concluded a
two-day visit by Dr. Keith Mor-
ris, head of the forensic scienc-
es program at West Virginia
University and Noelle Umback
from the chief medical examin-
er's office of New York City.
They were here as FEPAC
representatives to inspect our
facilities and talk to our faculty,
students, the Dean of the Col-
lege and the Provost of the
University. When | spoke to
them yesterday before they left
they seemed very positively
impressed and | am optimistic
that the Masters of Forensic
Science programs in chemistry,
toxicology and molecular biolo-
gy will be accredited. | want to
congratulate the faculty who
worked very hard to make this
happen and thank the students
who participated in the review.

SAVE THE DATE

GW Alumni Reception at the AAFS Annual Meeting

February 20 25 | Atlanta, GA

GW Forensic Sciences alumni will be gathering for the American Academy of Forensic
Science Annual Scientific Meeting in this February. Join us for our annual alumni recep-
tion, in conjunction with the meeting, for the opportunity to network with your fellow

alumni and reconnect with the GW Department of Forensic Sciences.
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Frances Glessner Lee

Alumni:
Working on an in-
teresting case?
Won an award?
Have some sage
career advise for
present students?
Tell us about it!
And

in the next issue

Hometown crime scene by Theo Kouts

wedl | f

Real Forensic ScientistsDo Play With Dolls

) _ of our alumni, Tom Mauriello,
They look like what you might  who teaches forensic science a
find in Wednes the University of Maryland has

playroom: Dollhouses with had similar dioramas construct-
overturned furniture and tied g for the benefit of his stu-

up bodies. As class projects, dents

students in '

Crime Scene Investigation | ast spring, for the first time,
courses have been constructing three students chose to con-
models of actual crime scenes  struct crime scene doll houses
to be used as teachingtools. f ogr Tedéds IBtBd
The ideais nota new one. In past, students have just done
the 1940s Frances Glessner  2p and 3D computerized

Lee (18781966) combined her  crime scenes, but every now
twin passions for criminal in-  gnd then it is good to go into
vestigation and dollhouses by court with a scale model
constructing eighteen dioramas Scott Roeske (red sweatshirt)
of crime scenes to be used o made a replica of John Wayne
teach police detectives how to  Gacy's home at 8213 Sum-
investigate homicides. Ms. Lee merdale Ave., Chicago
believed (and probably correct- || After police recovered

ly) that many murders went  twenty-seven bodies from
unsolved because of inadequat twenty-six burial sites in the
police investigation. By the time crawl space beneath the home,
Ms. Lee began to build her  the home was demolished (the
dioramas she had already ~ Romans called dlamnatio me-
hel ped establ i moriag Gacy was convicted of '
partment of Legal Medicine in  thjrty-three murders, sen-
1931. She had followed up by  tenced to death, and was sub-
contributing a library and an sequently executed in May
Bnébdmentto@nat dephrt- 1994. Theo Kouts created a

ment, the first of its kind in the crime scene doll house based
United States. Ms. Lee also hel on a crime he knew about from
the position of captain inthe  hjs hometown. Two victims
New Hampshire State Police. were strapped to chairs baek
Her dioramas still exist and are tg-pack, and smothered with
in the possess plastic bags putovertheir !
Of'flce. of the Chief Medical headslThey were in the kitch-
Examiner. More recently, one en but since there were no

John

exterior windows in the kitch-
en area, when the police initial
ly responded to a 'suspicious |
circumstances' call, they could
not see the victims, and cleare
the call and left.This house
has its roof removed, and the
second floor can also be re-
moved to reveal the first floor
and the victims. The third
house, created by Kristin Urgo}
was damaged and is awaiting

repair.

j =

Ted hopes that in the future hg
can use his st
tions to create 3D CAD com-

puter files for the edification of
future generations of our crimg
scene investigation students.

These files can be used to cre
ate O6cri me sce
different perspectives, as well
as O0vi detbreughs af f

the crime scenes.

Further Reading:

Botz, Corinne MayThe Nutshe
Studies of Unexplained Death
Monacelli Press, New York,

New York, 2004.

Mauriello, Thomas, Ann Darby
and John Consolihe Dollhous

Murders: A Forensic Expert Inges-

tigates 6 Little CriméXearson
Education, New York, New

York, 2004.
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During the Summer of 2011, we had a gprellege group of students come
to Mount Vernon for a two week CSDC experience. After a week and a
half of theory and practical labs, the students were split into four groups
and each group had to work one of four bodies at a quadruple homicide
scene. Our first Quad on the Quad. The entire program was well re-

ceived, and it is expected to be a regular feature in summers to come.
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Presentation of the first Lindsey Marie
Ferris Crime Scene Investigation Prize

May 20. 2011

Heat her Charron, MFS 0611, was the first reciop
Prize by the Department of Forensic Sciences. She was recognized for outstanding academic achieve

ment and exceptionally higiuality research.

SRR~
From left to right: Professor Ted Robinson, Heather

Charron, Pamela and Keith Ferris

Donors

Forensic Sciences:

Mr. William B. Andrews MS 1996

Mr. Alan F. Boehm MS 1988

Ms. Shannon Wilson Bruce MS 2006
Dr. Tod W. Burke MS 1984

Mr. Damon Lamont Burman MS 2003
Mr. Michael D. Coble MS 1997

Ms. Joanna Lynn Collins MS 2003

Mr. Keith D. and Mrs. Pamela K. Ferris
Mr. Nicholas and Mrs. Beverly Ferris
Ms. Diana L. Fredsutz MS 1994

Mr. Steven Victor Gilbert MS 1991

Mr. William E. Harward, Jr. MS 1971
Mr. Bell P. Herndon MS 1971

Mr. Paul A. Hojnacki MS 1983

Ms. Beth Carlson Kimmerling MS 1992
Mrs. Marna Lynn McLendon MS 1980

Special Thanks to the following donors who recently provided generous support to the Department of

Heather Charron and her mother

Mr. Evan R. Miller MS 2010

Mr. David G. Pauly MS 2001

Mr. Charles Eugene Perrotta MS 1977
Mr. Scott W. Perrygo MS 2009

Dr. Daniele S. Podini

Dr. George Edward Reed MS 1988
Mr. Robert Alan Relick MS 1980

Mr. Edward Moore Robinson MS 1991
Mrs. Cornelia M. Rutherford MS 1986
Mr. Trent R. Teyema MS 2007

Mr. Wesley Rory Thomas MS 1983
Ms. Jennifer L. Tommervik MS 2005
TruForensics, LLC

The Vanguard Group Foundation

Mr. Robin Dennis Williams MS 1981
Mr. Roger C. Woods MS 1973
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Faculty News, continued High Technology Crime Investigations has moved!

Professor Eva Vincz
\ In May, 2011, the Arling-

ton Graduate Education
Center along with the
High Technology Crime

| Investigations Program
Bbi stri butMQued toits new location
i at 950 North Glebe Rd.
Located three blocks from
the Ballston Metro, the
new facility now provides
us with two dedicated fo-

Professor Eva Vincze coordinated the
move of the High Technology Crime
Investigation Program to the new Ar-
lington campus site.

ry presenter at th
Learning Conference in Norfolk, VA.
Her Topic was Cybersecurity and E

Learning.

Professor Vincze is continuing to serve
on the Appointments, Salaries, Promo-
tion Policies committee of the Academic

Senate.

rensic lab spaces.

950 North Glebe Rd.
Arlington, VA

Reception Area
Main Forensics Lab

Student Lounge Area Open Lab area




THE GEORGE ) )
WASHINGTON Department of Forensic Science

Lindsey Marie Ferris Crime Scene Investigation Prize

UNIVERSITY

The Department of Forensic Sciences Lindsey Marie Ferris Crime Sceng
Investigation Prize recognizes a current CSI student in memory of Lindgey
Ferri s, BA 0601, who earned her Master
and died suddenly of an illness while serving as a civilian Special Agent ith

the Air Force Office of Special Investigations: recipient of the Prize will have
demonstrated both academic excellence and the ability to conduct high quality research.

Applying for the Prize :

The Lindsey Marie Ferris Crime Scene Investigation Prize will be awarded by May 1st gach

year. Applicants for the Prize should submit a copy of their research completed during the
previous twelve months, a resume, and an unofficial transcript. These materials shouldjbe
turned in by March 15th. Applications will be reviewed by at least thresifo# faculty

members.

Eligibility : Must be a current student in the GWU Forensic Science Department with a
concentration in Crime Scene Investigation.

Support : The Prize offers $1,000 for the most qualified student each year.

Gifts

Gifts to the Department of Forensic Sciences allow us to provide support for fac
ulty and student research and academic travel, graduate student f&ltiips, and

student enrichment activities including guest speakers, visiting faculty, and sym
sia. Each gift, no matter how large or small, makes a positive impact on our edufa-
tional mission and furthers our standing as one of the nation's preeminent liberg
arts colleges at one of the world's preeminent universities. You can make your ¢
to the Department in a number of ways:

Photo credits:

<]
1

ift

1 Securely online at www.gwu.edu/give2gw. Just choo8eOt her o0 ufder de
ignation and type in the name of the department.

1 By mailing your check, made out The George Washington Univevihy
OForensic Sciiretheenemoline,dop art ment 6

The George Washington
University
2100 M Street NW, Suite 310
Washington, DC 20052

1 By phone: call the GW Annual Fund at800-789-2611

Thank you!




